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A book from a bestselling author: 

As you read, keep track of at least 5 

“expensive” words from your book, 

words that are new to you that you can 

use regularly in speaking or writing.  To 

make sure you “own” these new words, 

give definitions of each and then write a 

paragraph describing your book to a 

friend using all 5 words.  

An award winning book: 

Many things can make a book great, 

like the characters, the way the 

conflict grows and is concluded, or 

the similarity to real life.  In your 

opinion, what made this story an 

award winning book?  Give at least 3 

examples from the text to show your 

preference.   

The last book in a series: 

Prequels show the backstories of the 

characters in the story to come and add 

depth to the stories in all later books.  

What information should be included 

in a prequel for the series you read to 

build background and perhaps suspense 

for later volumes?  This could be 

details about character lives, the 

setting, and hints to the conflict to 

come.   

A horror/suspense book: 

What about this book is so real it is 

even scarier?  Give three examples 

of realistic circumstances or events 

that prove horror is close to reality.  

Fantasy Genre: 

Describe the setting of the book to 

someone who has never been there.  

Include features that can only be 

found in your book in a way that it 

involves all 5 senses so the reader can 

feel as if they journeyed to the land of 

your book.  

A dystopian book: 

Dystopian novels show a negative 

prediction of the direction our world 

could go, given present 

circumstances and events.  In the 

novel you read, what is the most 

important rule about life that you 

learned?  Tie the lesson to events in 

the book to show their significance. 

A graphic novel: 

Graphic novels can be very difficult 

to read.  Perhaps you are a pro at 

graphic novels or this is your first, in 

which category would this book fit 

and give 3 reasons for your choice. 

(A) read it once; (B) must reread;  

(C) never read  

Free Choice: 

If you were a character in this 

book, how would you influence the 

story?  What part would you play?  

How would the book be different 

because you were in it? 

A book set in a place you want to visit: 

After reading this book, what places do 

you want to visit and why?  What 

pivotal scenes occurred at or near this 

place in your book?  Retell the events in 

3-5 sentences.  If there were no scenes 

near the place you would visit, write a 

summary of a scene that could have 

taken place there in your book at least 3-

5 sentences in length. 

A book set in the future: 

Write the chorus of a song that 

represents either the story as a whole 

or a character in your story.  It can be 

lyrics to an existing song or one you 

write. Give text evidence to explain 

how the lyrics represent the story or 

character. 

A Sunshine State book  (past or 

present) 

Sunshine state books make this 

coveted list because kids like you 

vote for their favorite books each 

year.  What about this book could 

have appealed to so many readers?  

Why did you like, or not like this 

book?  Give at least 3 examples from 

the story to prove that you enjoyed or 

did not enjoy this book. 

Short & Tweet: A book with 

fewer than 200 pages: 

The term short and sweet could 

apply to your book.  To keep with 

that theme, write a “short and 

tweet” theme as a summary of your 

story using exactly 20 words and a 

hashtag that would get other young 

readers to want to read your book. 

A bestselling book from 2017-2018: 

What about this book made you keep 

turning pages? Persuade a friend to 

read this book by giving a “snap shot” 

from the story, including why you 

loved the book and couldn’t put it 

down.  Give at least 3 reasons.   

A Historical Fiction Book: 

Choose your favorite character from the 

story and write a eulogy for them you 

would prepare after they died.  Even 

though the book may only show a short 

period in their life, predict what else the 

character would do later in their life.  

What influences would they have? What 

would they be most known for?  How is 

the world different because they were in 

it?  Entries must be at least 7 sentences in 

length. 

A non-fiction book about a topic 

you love: 

What ideas might you have for 

turning this book of nonfiction into a 

work of fiction? Who would be the 

main characters?  What would the 

plot be about?   Give a paragraph 

length summary of what your 

nonfiction turned fiction story would 

be like.   

A book with a cool cover: 

Choose a character from your book 

and explain their most significant 

problem, then, write 3-5 sentences 

offering your character advice on 

how to solve his/her problem. Give 

details from the story including 

other characters or events when 

possible.  

A book with a main character who has a 

different ethnicity from you: 

Pretend you are adding a character to this 

book.  To create a captivating character they 

must be interesting and complex.  Like you, 

characters are complex when they gain traits 

that come from both nature and experiences.  

Write a paragraph that describes your 

character. Include details about this 

character’s appearance, personality traits, 

likes or dislikes, and a surprising or 

interesting fact about his or her background.  

A book that you have read before 

that makes you smile: 

What about this book makes you smile?  

Is it something about the characters and 

their similarity to someone you know in 

real life?  What have you learned about 

yourself after having read this book? 

Do you think similarly or react in 

similar ways to a character?  What have 

you learned about people in general 

after having read this book? Explain 

your answer in at least 5 well developed 

sentences. 

A book by an author who has 

written multiple books: 

Famous authors are skilled at making 

their fictional characters come to life.  

Making connections between what 

you read and what you have 

experienced is a powerful reading 

strategy.  What real-life people or 

events are you reminded of by 

characters or events in the story? 

You must list at least 3 connections 

in which you explain the similarities 

in 3-5 sentences.  

A book recommended by librarian or 

faculty member: 

What would be going around in the head 

of one of the characters in your book?  

Create an illustration to show exactly what 

is on the mind of a character to show what 

they are thinking in a pivotal scene.  There 

should be an oval or other shape for the 

brain, at least 3 images, and 3 quotes at 

least 2 sentences each, your character 

would be saying to themselves during 

pivotal scenes in the story. Write the name 

of the person that recommended the book 

to you. 
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